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“Research is the thing that people ask me about 
most frequently, particularly if they’ve recently 
been diagnosed: ‘When will there be a cure?’ From 
my point of view, I want to know that, if my children 
or grandchildren were affected too, there would be 
treatment or a cure.” 

Nancy Macular Society support group leader
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6	 To encourage and facilitate 	communication 
	 and collaboration across the research 
	 community, including patient and public 
	 involvement in research. 

We know that no one person, team or organisation can 
beat macular disease alone and that everyone’s input 
contributes to achieving the vision. The Macular Society, 
as the patient voice, can work with the research  
community to facilitate communication and encourage 
collaboration across the UK and internationally. 

We will do this through our charity collaboration Action 
Against AMD which has influencing as one of its goals2, 
through sponsorship of scientific meetings and conferences 
and lobbying for greater research funding.

Patient and public involvement (PPI) in research is  
important and we will aim to develop and increase this 
area as a service to both patients and researchers. We will 
continue to offer PPI support to researchers developing 
grant applications and respond positively to requests to 
be on trial or study steering committees. Where invited we 
are also willing to be co-applicants on grant applications.
We will continue to maintain and grow our patient registry 
which can assist with recruitment. It currently has over 
2,700 people in the UK who would like to take part in  
clinical research and who can be contacted by the  
Macular Society with information on a study for which 
they may be eligible.

2 INFLUENCING A thought leader and catalyst for effective  
   collaboration between industry, academia, government,  
   research councils and foundations.
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Evaluating our impact

We have just published our first research impact report 3  
and will continue to monitor the impact of our research, 
specifically:

•	how much new knowledge is generated and new  
research is stimulated

•	our impact in influencing policy and other stakeholders, 
facilitating collaboration and improving PPI

•	progress in making new treatments accessible to  
patients, or improving their quality of life. 

Applying for funding

For more information on how we fund research and the 
peer review process, see macularsociety.org/application- 
process

 
 
 
 
 

3 Research Impact Report 1987-2019, macularsociety.org/research
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